Idiopathic generalized apical root resorption: a report of three cases.
Idiopathic apical root resorption usually presents as a chance radiographic finding. It may be widespread, affecting the majority of teeth, with implications for the longevity of the dentition. Three cases of significant idiopathic apical resorption resulting, respectively, in prevention, abandonment, and alternative methods of orthodontic treatment are described. Significant idiopathic resorption may present as a chance radiographic finding, as pain, or excessive mobility. The prognosis for affected teeth is often poor with very limited scope for orthodontic movement due to the likelihood of uncontrolled resorption. Definitive prosthetic rehabilitation is often best deferred until adulthood due to the potential for further resorption during adolescence in addition to vertical growth considerations.